CHAPTER  XV

AFTER   NO.   90

THE proceedings about No. 90 were a declaration of
war on the part of the Oxford authorities against the
Tractarian party. The suspicions, alarms, antipathies,
jealousies, which had long been smouldering among
those in power, had at last taken shape in a definite
act And it was a turning-point in the history of the
movement. After this it never was exactly what it
had been hitherto. It had been so far a movement
within the English Church, for its elevation and reform
indeed, but at every step invoking its authority with
deep respect, acknowledging allegiance to its rulers
in unqualified and even excessive terms, and aiming
loyally to make it in reality all that it was in its
devotional language and its classical literature. But
after what passed about No. 90 a change came. The
party came under an official ban and stigma. The
common consequences of harsh treatment**on the
tendencies and thought of a party, which considers
itself unjustly proscribed, showed themselves more